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Spaceworks Announces Call for Applications, Creative Enterprise Tier I 
Deadline to Apply: July 21, 2016, 5pm 

 
TACOMA, Wash. –  
 
Spaceworks invites creatives* who have a plan for a creative/innovative business that benefits Tacoma’s 
community and are seeking to develop a thriving business to apply to participate in its Creative Enterprise program. 
Applications are available at www.SpaceworksTacoma.com 
 
Spaceworks’ Creative Enterprise Tier I provides relevant and meaningful business training and peer-to-peer 
support to the participants to systematically grow Tacoma’s creative class and generate destination quality activity 
that will engage and transform our community. Affordable space is also provided, dependent on availability, to 
serve as a training ground to test new ideas, products and services with a safety net of technical assistance and 
mentorship. 
 
*Creatives can be artists, designers, crafters, techies, makers, foodies, consultants, organizations, community 
groups and other entrepreneurs working in any creative field (for-profit or non-profit). 

http://spaceworkstacoma.com/apply/apply-to-creative-enterprises/


Interested applicants must complete an online application by Thursday, July 21, 2016, 5pm PST to be considered. 
The application involves submitting the following items: a project proposal (answers to 12 questions), work samples 
with descriptions, a resume, and a budget.  
 
Selected participants will start Spaceworks’ Creative Enterprise Tier I training in August 2016 and pitch a full 
business plan for review in November 2016. Dates: 6-9 PM every Tuesday from August 23 – November 22, 2016 
 
In the last 5 years, Spaceworks has assisted over 75 Tacoma businesses in bringing their visions to life. 
 
Examples of Creative Enterprises include: 

• Retail space for hand-made items (i.e. jewelry, fashion, art, etc.)  
example: Do The Extraordinary www.DoTheExtraordinary.com – Property partner: UW Tacoma 

• Services (i.e. art or dance classes, design advice, etc.)  
example: Fabitat www.fab-5.org – Property partner: Marie T. Wilson Trust 

• Merchandising a creative product  
example: Grit City Grindhouse www.gritcitygrindhouse.com – Property partner: Bristol Equities 

• Art galleries / museums  
example: Moss & Mineral www.mossandmineral.com  

• Creative home-based businesses testing their product in a retail environment  
example: The T-shirt Men Company www.thetshirtmen.com – Property partner: Paul Okner 

• Office space (individual or co-working) for creative businesses such as a digital media company or 
photographer with a digital darkroom  
example: Turtledust Media www.turtledustmedia.com – Property partner: Seven Seventeen Investors 

• Long-term artist studio space/sole proprietor artist  
example: Nature City Photography www.naturecityphotography.com  – Prop. partner: DCL Management 

• Artisanal food businesses 
example: Tease Chocolates www.teasechocolates.com   

 
Questions? Office hours and information session 
Spaceworks will offer information sessions and “office hours” for potential applicants prior to the deadline to present 
ways to build a strong application and provide feedback to applicant’s proposals. 
 
Information Session: 
July 12, 2016 
5:00 – 7:00 PM 
1120 Creative House (1120 Pacific Ave, Tacoma, WA 98402) 
 
Go to www.spaceworks.youcanbook.me to sign up for a meeting with the Creative Enterprise Coordinator during 
“office hours”. 
 
Creative Enterprise Program Contact 
Gwen Kohl 
Spaceworks Creative Enterprise Program Coordinator 
gwenk@tacomachamber.org 
253.682.1740 
 
*Pictured Above 
Top left: Yoshiko Yamamoto of Arts & Crafts Press. Top right: Bradley Castillo of Fametakers and Puget Sound 
Printing. Bottom left: Isaac Martinez of Pointline. Bottom Right: Rebecca Solverson of Tacoma Tool Library. Photos 
by Patrick Hagerty. 

::  ::  ::  :: 
 
Vacancy to Vitality! Spaceworks Tacoma is a joint initiative of the City of Tacoma and the Tacoma-Pierce County 
Chamber designed to activate empty storefronts and vacant spaces in Tacoma. The initiative makes space, 
business training, and technical assistance available to artists, creative entrepreneurs, organizations, and 
community groups who are transforming Tacoma into an economically stronger and more culturally vibrant city. 
Since launching in June 2010, Spaceworks has worked with over 250 artists and creatives in at least 43 spaces 
around Tacoma. Funders include the City of Tacoma, Tacoma-Pierce County Chamber, CDBG, The Bamford 
Foundation, JP Morgan Chase Foundation, South Sound Together, Greater Tacoma Community Foundation, and 
the National Endowment for the Arts. For more information about Spaceworks, visit www.SpaceworksTacoma.com 
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