
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
December 6, 2011 

MEDIA CONTACTS 
Karrie Spitzer, Community Relations, karrie.spitzer@cityoftacoma.org, (253) 591-5790  
Amy McBride, Tacoma Arts Administrator amcbride@cityoftacoma.org, (253)591-5192 

Spaceworks Tacoma is looking for energetic projects to feature in 2012.  

Spaceworks Tacoma is seeking artists, artist groups, and creative entrepreneurs to energize empty spaces in 
Downtown Tacoma. Applications for storefront installations are due January 16, 2012; applications for creative 
enterprise and special projects are accepted on a rolling basis, but preference will be given to applications 
received by January 16, 2012. Please visit www.spaceworkstacoma.com/applications or 
www.tacomaculture.org/opportunities to apply. 
 
Participants of Spaceworks are temporarily provided space, exposure, and consultation in exchange for 
creatively activating vacant spaces in downtown Tacoma. The goal is to transform empty storefronts with 
creative energy and artistic enterprise, making Tacoma a stronger, more active city. There are three 
opportunities currently available as part of this call: 
 

 Artscapes: temporarily places visual art installations in interior window storefronts. Exhibit dates: 
March 15 - July 1, 2012. 

 Creative Enterprise: provides designers, crafters, consultants and other fledgling entrepreneurs with 
the chance to test new products and services in a physical space.  

 Special Projects: offers the chance to pursue projects and develop work in any artistic discipline. This 
could include individual artist residencies, but preference will be given to especially active projects.  

 
“Providing space to artists and entrepreneurs is one way we can support and help grow innovation in this city. 
In return for rent-free space, we’re looking for projects that will go above and beyond and really become part of 
the social and economic fabric of Tacoma.” says Amy McBride, the City of Tacoma’s Arts Administrator. 

Spaceworks Tacoma is a joint initiative of the City of Tacoma, Shunpike, and the Tacoma-Pierce County 
Chamber of Commerce designed to activate empty storefronts and vacant space in downtown Tacoma. The 
initiative makes no- and low-cost temporary space available to artists, fledgling creative entrepreneurs, 
organizations, and community groups who utilize unused spaces through artist residencies, creative 
enterprises, special projects, and art installations (artscapes). Since starting in July, 2010, Spaceworks has 
worked with over 75 artists or artist teams in 21 spaces around downtown Tacoma. 

Spaceworks would not be possible without the generosity of our supporters: property owners Eric 
Cederstrand, George Howe, Al Howe, Ted Johnson, Herb Simon, Steve Rose, and the Marie T. Wilson Trust; 
and property managers Shannon Tiegs of Roberson Building Company, and Michael Norman of Neil Walter 
Company. Community partners include Tacoma Contemporary, Broadway Center for the Performing Arts, 
King’s Books, and AT&T.   

For more information, contact Rebecca Solverson, rsolverson@ci.tacoma.wa.us, (253) 591-5560. 
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