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Round II of Spaceworks Tacoma is up and running!  
 
Who  
What 
When  
Where 
Why 
Spaceworks Tacoma announces the launch of the second round. In a three month 
period beginning November, 2010, Spaceworks will display 10 works in as many spaces 
by 8 artists or collaborations, will continue to provide residency space for 4 artists, and 
will offer retail space to 4 creative enterprises to develop new work, all in downtown 
Tacoma. 
 
Since July, 2010, Spaceworks has provided over 30 creative groups and individuals 
with space to exhibit, create work, and realize projects that would otherwise not be 
possible. The second phase of the pilot program will continue through January, 2011, 
and will transition into a more sustained City-run public art program in the first few 
months of 2011. Applications for a new round of Artscapes installations, Artist 
Residencies, and Creative Enterprises from Spaceworks Tacoma will be opening back 
up in November. Expect to see new projects throughout the New Year.  
 
Spaceworks Tacoma emerged out of a partnership between the City of Tacoma, the 
Tacoma-Pierce County Chamber of Commerce, and Shunpike. It provides a temporary 
solution to abundant vacant storefronts in the downtown, while providing local artists 
with the resources they need to be successful. 
 
In the program, participating artists are provided space, exposure, and consultation and 
landowners benefit from the utilization of their spaces in terms of basic upkeep, 
deterring vandalism, and recommending space to future tenants. Best of all, vacant 
spaces with a negative impact on the downtown are transformed into dynamic points of 
interest through creative energy and artistic enterprise, making Tacoma a stronger, 
more active city.  
 
Shannon Tiegs, a local property manager calls Spaceworks’ pairing of artists with 
vacant properties “a fabulous win-win opportunity.” 
 
“When you have a marriage of business and the arts, it’s a good thing,” says Tacoma 
Mayor Marilyn Strickland and, separately, “I think [Spaceworks has] been a wild 
success.”  
 

http://citystimulus.com/


Around the country, similar programs have been appearing with increasing frequency, in 
New York, San Francisco, Portland, and Seattle, to name a few cities. Spaceworks has 
received positive attention from the press and the local community, with King 5 News 
describing it as “a success in Tacoma”. 
 
Spaceworks Tacoma is a joint initiative of the City of Tacoma, Shunpike, and the 
Tacoma-Pierce County Chamber of Commerce designed to activate empty storefronts 
and vacant space in downtown Tacoma. The initiative makes no- and low-cost 
temporary space available to artists, fledgling creative entrepreneurs, organizations, 
and community groups who transform vacant spaces through artist residencies, creative 
enterprises, and art installations (artscapes). 
 
Spaceworks would not be possible without the generosity of our supporters: property 
owners Eric Cedarstrand, Ted Johnson, Herb Simon, Steve Shaub, George Howe, Al 
Howe, and Jeff Wohler; property managers Shannon Tiegs of Colliers International, 
Michael Norman of Neil Walter; and our community partners Tacoma Contemporary 
and Broadway Center for the Performing Arts. 
 
There are currently three tracks for participation in Spaceworks Tacoma: 

 Artscapes is a temporary public art program which places visual art installations 
in interior window storefronts.  

 The artist residency program offers the chance to pursue projects, ranging 
from one to six months in duration, in any discipline. 

 Creative enterprise provides designers, crafters, consultants and other fledgling 
entrepreneurs with the chance to test new products and services in a physical 
space.  
 

SPACEWORKS WILL BE ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS AGAIN IN MID NOVEMBER. 
 
Current projects include: 
 
Shakespeare in the Parking Lot Theatre Company, 913 Pacific Ave, through Nov 
2010 
This traveling troupe of performers strives, through the magic of imagination and 
innovation, to inspire and excite audiences of all ages to engage with the works of 
William Shakespeare. Performances are in non-traditional and outdoor venues in the 
South Sound; rehearsals (at 913 Pacific Ave.) are always open to the public. Next up: 
Titus Andronicus. 
 
Meghan Lancaster, textile artist, 1114 Pacific Ave, through Nov 2010 
Watch how a site-specific work of art comes into being as fiber and textile artist Meghan 
Lancaster works in her “fishbowl studio” on Broadway. Design and construction of the 
mixed-media fiber art piece involves multiple sewing and assemblage processes, and a 
fascinating array of raw materials, culminating in a finished installation. 
 
Jennifer Adams, fly (a creative boutique), 904 Broadway, through Dec 2010 

http://spaceworkstacoma.wordpress.com/participants/www.colliers.com
http://spaceworkstacoma.wordpress.com/participants/www.tacomacontemporary.org
http://spaceworkstacoma.wordpress.com/participants/www.broadwaycenter.org


Fans of all things DIY should head for fly, an indie craft boutique and the brainchild of 
artist Jennifer Adams (founder of the popular craft fair “Tacoma is for Lovers”). Featuring 
embroidered patches by Shannon Eakins, witty corsages and boutonnieres by Laurie 
Cinotto and an assortment of unusual hand-made items, mostly locally made. 
 
Joshua Everson, Joshua Everson Photography, 1114 Pacific, through Jan 2011 
For Spaceworks, photographer Joshua Everson is taking “dynamic portraits” of 
Tacomans on location and assembling them in the window of his downtown studio over 
two months' time. From the collage of individual portraits, a project of larger scope will 
gradually take form. Everson, an instructor of art, photography and design, also offers 
photography workshops. 
 
Isaac Olsen, Schnelluloid Film, Inc., 1114 Pacific, through Jan 2011 
Filmmaker Isaac Olsen's full-length feature, Quiet Shoes, made its world premiere at the 
Rialto Theater in June. At his in-town production studio, Schnelluloid Film, film buffs can 
stop by, take a look, and check out a cool variety of products (“propaganda,” in Olsen's 
words) for sale: tee shirts, posters, DVDs and more. 
 
Tiffanie Peters, Chiffon (a creative boutique), 915 Pacific Ave, through Jan 2011 
Independent fashion and jewelry designer Tiffanie Peters believes style is all about self-
expression and individuality – not collecting designer labels. At Chiffon, she is offering 
her own original clothing collection, select pieces by rising designers, and new and 
vintage accessories, all delivered with a high level of personalized service.   
 
Michael Kaniecki, visual artist, 1114 Pacific Ave, through Jan 2011 
Michael is using his space to create a very long drawing in shades of gray.  His work will 
be in the window as it progresses and you can often see the artist at work. 
 
Barbara De Pirro, vortex plastica, 906 Broadway, through Jan 2011 
One person's castoffs are another person's treasure in the world of artist Barbara De 
Pirro. In vortex plastica she takes recycled and re-imagined materials to create a multi-
dimensional universe where a web-like form, a whirling tornado, a spun nest and a solar 
system fill the void. 
 
Sisy Anderson and Scott Huette, Remembrances, 906 Broadway, through Jan 
2011 
Trees and slow-turning “leaf mobiles” become metaphorical containers for human 
memory in the site-specific work, Remembrances. This multi-layered piece suggests 
that by our ability to shade memories and to shed those that do not serve us (”as a leaf 
falls from a tree in autumn”), human beings create the psychological space needed to 
generate life anew. 
 
Holly Senn, Re-Present, 906 Broadway, through Jan 2011 
Holly Senn explores “the life cycle of ideas – the organic, non-linear process in which 
thoughts have a genesis” and then are disseminated into the world. Discarded library 
books provide the medium for this installation of sculptures: “I cut, rip, realign and glue, 



[reflecting] on each new generation’s collective erasure of some element of the past and 
its casting of new ideas into the future.” 
 
Alexandra Opie, Still Life in Motion: The Street, 11th & Commerce, through Jan 
2011 
Salem, OR-based, artist Alexandra Opie is intrigued by both the composed richness of 
still life imagery and the immediacy of live, interactive video. In this site-specific work 
she combines the two: Viewers will experience the aesthetic pleasure of contemplating 
still life coupled with the urgency of watching live video – meanwhile being monitored on 
a flatscreen T.V. 
 
Jessica Bender, Tania Kupczak, Craig Snyder and Ruth Marie Tomlinson, 
Collections / Obsessions, 11th & Commerce, through Jan 2011 
Inheriting a collection of objects that is evidence of someone’s obsession can be a gift, 
a burden, a responsibility. Ultimately, one might ask if the obsession itself has become 
an inheritance. In this three-staged installation, four artists come together, each with an 
inherited collection and the desire to re-catalog. In the process they address questions 
about their own obsessions. 
 
Alice Di Certo, My America, 11th & Broadway, through Jan 2011 
In this collection of gelatin silver prints, My America, Italian-born photographer Alice Di 
Certo offers a visual exploration of her adopted country that will fascinate viewers who 
were born and raised here. Seen through Di Certo's lens, familiar scenes of American 
life become open to new and sometimes amusing interpretation. 
 
Kyle Dillehay, Lines of the Earth, 11th & Broadway, through Jan 2011 
A sterile white cubicle is transformed into a mysteriously fecund earthwork in Lines of 
the Earth. Kyle Dillehay employs the root systems of heirloom plants to illuminate the 
way natural systems echo one another, and how similar designs support seemingly 
disparate systems - of the body (lymphatic, circulatory, reproductive) and Earth (plant 
vascular and root systems). 
 
Alyson Piskorowski, Untitled, 950 Pacific Ave, through Jan 2011   
Alyson Piskorowski investigates our daily environments – the marks we leave, the 
history we unconsciously create – in an attempt to draw out the stories embedded 
within. The results of her inquiry appear in this installation, which evokes in symbolic 
language “the tension between the everyday and the ecstatic.”  
 
Monika Proffitt, Untitled, Tollefson Plaza, S 17th & Pacific Ave, Dec 21, 2010-March 
21, 2011  
Especially mesmerizing at night, this installation's soothing and serene “braids of light” 
illuminate the water feature in Tollefson Plaza. The luminous light sculpture is designed 
from fiber optic cable to create volumes of light that reflect and respond to the 
environment. 
 
Rick Lawson, The War Experience Project, 906 Broadway, Nov 2010-Feb 2011 



Iraq veteran and artist Rick Lawson conceived this project to help military service 
members dealing with memories of war. The War Experience Project conducts painting 
workshops in which veterans and military families use uniforms as a canvas. The 
completed works of art are often powerful, and serve as magnets to the community. 
 
The Personal Power Company, 913 Pacific Ave, Nov 2010-May 2011 
The Personal Power Company is a multimedia production company and think tank 
designed around the idea that creativity is a sustainable resource. This collaborative 
showroom/gallery and production house will showcase multimedia work by its members: 
Kris Crews, Bridgett Nicol, Ben Paris, Nicolas Hartzell, Phil Harty, Allan Boothe, Jeremy 
Gregory and Jena Leigh-Kathryn Van-Stedtler. 
 
Adam Ydstie, Doug Stoeckicht and Katie Lowery, The Warehouse, Pop-Up Events 
TBA 
The Warehouse fosters the arts in our community by providing artists and musicians 
with a good, solid, collaborative art space, and one where people of all ages can come 
in for “a darn good show.” Adam Ydstie, Doug Stoeckicht and Katie Lowery are 
committed to presenting high-caliber art and music that will involve and inspire 
emerging artists, while enriching the community as a whole. 
 
Dates subject to change. For more information, visit www.SpaceWorksTacoma.com or 
e-mail rsolverson@cityoftacoma.org.  

http://www.spaceworkstacoma.com/
mailto:rsolverson@cityoftacoma.org

